
To Love or Not to Love?

That is the Question!
1 John 2: 3-17



“He who says,”

V.4 – He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep 
His Commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.

V.6 – He who says he abides in Him ought himself also 
to walk just as He walked.

V. 9 – He who says he is in the light, and hates his 
brother, is in darkness until now.

This Epistle has the Family of God in mind. 

“My little children”; 

“fellowship with the Father”; and 

“by this we know we know Him.”



V. 5

“But whoever keeps His word, truly the 
Love of God is perfected in him.  By 
this we know that we are in Him.”

1 John 4:8 “He who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love.”



“Old commandment” (V. 7)

“New Commandment” (V. 8)



I.  John Realized God’s Love for Him (V. 5)

A.  John and his brother James were fishermen. 

B.  Then one day they were called from that life.   
Mark 1:17-18

C.  That’s when it happened to John.

“whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23).  

- John observed the compassionate Christ up close: 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon and our hands 
have handled, concerning the Word of life.



II.  John Reasoned, He Must 
Love His Brother (v.10)

A.  The loved, have an obligation to love others.  

- 2 Cor. 5:14-15 - For the love of Christ compels us, 
because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all 
died; 15and He died for all, that those who live should 
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for 
them and rose again.

- V. 10, He who loves his brother abides in the light…

- I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12



II.  John Reasoned, 
He Must Love His Brother

- Chapter 4:7b …everyone who loves is born of God  
and knows God.  

B.  Godly love shows in our life – it cannot be hid!

C. Little children…Fathers…Young men (vv. 12-14)

Fathers = Mature

Young Men = In the Word and growing.

Little Children = Saved, need to begin growing. 



III.  John Refused to Love 
the World (vv. 15-17)

A. Love not the world…(v. 15) -

- This refers to the Christ-rejecting world system.  

B.  John refuses to love things over people.

- The lust of the flesh refers to desires for sinful 
sensual pleasure, desire to please.

- The lust of the eyes refers to covetousness or 
materialism, desire to have.

- The pride of life refers to being proud about one’s 
position in this world desire to be.  

C.  Lust and pride call us to love the world. 
(v.16).  



2 Corinthians 4: 18

…while we do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For the things, 
which are, seen are temporary, but the things, which 
are not seen, are eternal.

- world is passing away!



Matthew 6:19-21

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal;

20but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.

21For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.



III. John Refused to 
Love the World

D.  John chooses to love the Creator 
instead of the created.

- V. 17 The world is passing away, and the lust of it;                             
but he who does the will of God abides forever.



Do you love the ‘world’?  

More that the things of God?

Do you know Christ as Lord of your life?

Are you walking in God’s Love?

Are you walking in God’s Light?

Are you growing in your faith?

Do you need to surrender your Life                     
anew today?


